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food passes by the wound, and the saliva keeps trickling. No
further report, but said to have died from inanition.

No. 7.-Fifteenth day after the battle. Wound caused by
grapeshot. Considerable bleeding at first, and at intervals
afterwards; none for the last three days. The carotid seen
pulsating. Right arm tumid and paralysed. Two days after
the sketch was made he died exhausted.

No. 8.-About the fourteenth day after the battle. The
flesh of the right breast torn off by cannon-shot. No ribs
broken. No symptoms of much internal inflammation, but
breathing difficult. Reported convalescent on Aug. 20th.

No. 9.-On the fourteenth day after the battle. "He is a
Frenchman, in great spirits, in contrast with that pale Dutch-
man. " Wounded by a sabre. There was immediate protrusion
of the bowels. Before he was removed from the field he had
two stools; none since downwards. On being taken into the
hospital on the third day, the mass was gangrenous. A large
portion, comprehending the colon, came away after two open-
ings had been made. Note to upper part of the wounded
bowel: "Inferior orifice. " Note to most depending part of
bowel: " Superior prince." " c, "Omentum covered with slough
and slime." From A to B, portion of gut where it had sloughed.
No subsequent report, but the patient was said to have reco-
vered-probably with artificial anus.
No. 10.&mdash;About the fourteenth day after the battle. The

acromion, scapula, and head of humerus shattered. Excision
of the head of the humerus was commenced; but on finding
the injury to the acromion, amputation at the shoulder-joint
was performed.
No. 11.&mdash;Sketched three months after the battle, at York

Hospital, Chelsea. Ball entered near the insertion of the pec-
toralis major, and passed out behind the head of the humerus.
A few days after the battle five small pieces of bone had been
extracted. On the 13th of September Mr. Morrel excised the
head of the humerus. Case successful.
No. 12.-Another case at York Hospital, six months after

the battle. Ball fractured the humerus near the insertion of
the deltoid, and passed out. At Brussels two large pieces of
bone had been extracted through the posterior opening. Dead
pieces recently extracted. Muscles of the forearm partially
paralysed. Question of amputation agitated.
No. 13.-About the fourteenth day after the battle. Al-

though there was no bleeding, when found on the battle-field
the artery, for precaution, was drawn out and tied. The gle-
hoid cavity and part of the clavicle carried away with the arm,
supposed by a shell. ’’ This man will do well with support,
and due compression of the granulations." Sept. 12th: Re-
ported to have left for England, nearly well. The acromion,
which had been bare, dropped off about a month previously.
No. 14.-Sketch about the fourteenth day after the battle.

The arm was carried off by a round shot. The patient rode
on horseback directly to Brussels. When put into bed he
fainted. The wound was left to nature; the bone exfoliated,
and he got well. He returned in December to Hanover.

No. iM.&mdash;On the fourteenth day after the battle. Having
lost a great deal of blood on the field, the heamorrhage stopped
spontaueously. The remainder of the arm was afterwards

amputated at the shoulder-joint.
No. 16.-About the fourteenth day after the battle. The

arm had been completely shattered from elbow to shoulder,
but there was no bleeding. At Brussels a kind of amputation
was performed, during which a pint of blood was lost from
the main artery. Sloughing of the surface followed. The

stump cleaned, with the isolated fragments of bone sticking in
the granulations. The humerus was dissected bare, and sawn
off near the neck ; the loose fragments were cut from the sur-
face, and the flaps approximated. The patient had tetanus.
On the 20th of August he was reported to be well, and the
stump nearly healed.
No. 17.-Sketched about the fourteenth day. " This is an

example of the state in which I found a great many men, on
three of whom I performed amputation this morning. On
forcing my finger into the wound, it is in a sac or bag, with
sharp jagged bones all around, a quantity of bad matter
spouting out after the finger." "

THE THREATENED CHANGE IN THE QUEEN’S UNIVER-
SITY.&mdash;We understand that the Committee of the Graduates’
Association have resolved to send a deputation to London tll
press their views on the education question upon Earl Russell
and Sir George Grey ; and that one of the graduates is to pro.
ceed immediately to London to make preliminary arrange.
ments.

PROFESSOR HUXLEY’S LECTURES AT THE
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

CONTINUING his account of the anatomy of the manatee,
Professor Huxley observed that it is less known than that of
the dugong, except as regards its myology, the statements of
Stannius concerning which were mentioned in the first lecture.
As to the horny plate covering the buccal surface of the pre-
maxilla, its tubercles are arranged in a more definite series of
transverse V-shaped rows than in the dugong. In structure it
is the same, except that the tubuli traverse only half its thick-
ness, and are not surrounded by such an aggregation of epi-
thelial cells. The dentition is widely different, there being no
tusks, and the molars, which are eight or nine in number, in
form resembling those of the tapir, or, perhaps, rather of the
hippopotamus. They are furnished with enamel, have fangs
in definite sockets, and are all very similar in form, constituting
a single series without any vertical succession. Stannius found
in the manatee at birth two small functionless incisors above,
and two below, as also a single simple tooth rather distant
from the most anterior upper grinder. The alimentary canal
on the whole resembles that of the dugong. There are two
anterior vense cavae, and the heart is divided at the apex, but
the arteries and veins form retia mirabilia all over the body
(especially in the intercostal spaces), thus presenting a most
wonderful contrast to their condition in the dugong, according
to Professor Owen’s account of the anatomy of that animal.
The diaphragm and lungs are similar, as also the brain, as far
as can be judged from a cast of the inside of the skull. As in
the dugong, the structure of the placenta is quite unknown.
For a century past, less two years, the two genera, Halicore
and Manatee, have been the only forms of the Sirenia existing;
but anterior to that date the animal named Rhytina was living,
and its destruction is one of the few well-attested examples of
the extirpation of a species exclusively by human agency.

Eastern Siberia was not known to Europeans before the
seventeenth century, but towards the latter end of that age,
having passed into the possession of Russia, it became much
visited by hunters for furs, and by others. In 1718 and 1719
Peter the Great sent a special mission to examine the chain of the
Kurile islands, and in 1727 and 1729 another expedition, under
Behring, explored Kamtschatka, but as yet there were no tidings
of the Rhytina. Some years later (1740) Behring again visited
Kamtschatka and wintered there, having with him the remark-
able Steller, too early lost to science. In spite of the zeal and
energy of these explorers, they failed to meet with the animal
so soon to become known and then lost for ever. In 1741
Behring, having reached the eastern shore of Asia, embarked
with Steller for a passage to the American coast, on which
they remained a few hours. On their return they were wrecked
off a little island, at no great distance from the shore of
Kamtschatka, since called Behring’s Island. There Steller
discovered the animal which Illiger has named Rhytina, but
which he (Steller) took to be the American manatee. He

brought no fragment back with him, partly, perhaps, on ac-
count of the enormous number of individuals he found there
existing. The flesh being remarkably good, Steller recom-
mended the hunters and traders to make use of it for their
sustenance; advice only too faithfully carried out, as in twenty-
seven years from that date not one single living Rhytina re-
mained, the last being killed in 1768. This animal does not
appear to have ever inhabited America, the Aleutian islands,
the Kurile islands, or Kamtschatka, and so far from volcanic
action, or physical changes of any kind, having destroyed it,
its disappearance is due to man, and to man alone. This rapid
and easy extirpation is to be accounted for by its habits. The
Rhytina was very voracious, and feeding only on sea-weeds,
frequented shallow water, from which it was compelled con-
stantly to emerge for respiration. It was also excessively
stupid and dull of sight and hearing; but unhappily it was,
perhaps, its affectionate nature which mainly led to its destruc-
tion, for whenever one of a pair happened to be wounded, its
loving partner remained with it, making awkward and futile
efforts for its succour till it shared its fate. So complete was
its extirpation, that the fact of its ever having existed was
doubted and denied, but Brandt found and described a horny
plate in the museum of St. Petersburg exactly resembling the
only part of its structure which had been figured by Steller.
Afterwards an imperfect skull was found at Behring’s Island,
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and since then three nearly complete skeletons have been dis-
covered. The Rhytina differs from the other Sirenia in its
smaller head and in its tail fin, which is even more deeply
insected than in the dugong itself ; also in its being devoid
of hair, except on the snout and on the under surface of
the paddles. There is an excessively thick and coriaceous
epidermis, with perpendicular tubuli. The end of the pectoral
fin is represented as being abruptly truncated. There are
seven cervical vertebrae, though Steller says but six, a mis-
take the more remarkable, as the peculiar structure in this
respect of Manatus was not then known. The five meta-

carpals exist as usual, but, according to Steller, there are no
phalanges whatever; hence the truncation of the fin. The

pelvis is like that of the dugong, only larger. The jaw plates
have strong V-shaped ridges, but the mouth is absolutely
edentulous, Rhytina as compared to the other Sirenia offering
a singular parallel to the whalebone whales as compared to the
toothed ones. The alimentary canal is as in the other genera,
except that there are no pyloric appendages. The cascum is

very large and is single; the liver (unlike that of the other
Sirenia) is quite devoid of a gall bladder. The circulating
organs, larynx, lungs, generative organs, &c., present no

marked differences from those of the other two genera.
In the tertiary strata the remains of many allied forms have

been found, but one of them (Halitherium) is noteworthy as
one of those transitional forms (using the word in a broad
sense) which the progress of zoology is constantly bringing
forward. The pelvis is larger than in the other forms, and
was probably, like that of Rhytina and Halicore, attached to
a sacral vertebra. There is also a very definite acetabulum
and a femur, which, however, is rudimentary and another
instance of a functionless structure. As its distal end is
unknown, it may be that it had attached to it a rudi-

mentary tibia. The dentition is interesting, as the anterior
molars are simple and pointed, while the posterior ones are
complex, thus recalling the conditions presented by the artio-
dactyle ungulates. There was, moreover, certainly a ve1.tical
succession. Thus Halitherium connects the Sirenia with ordi-
nary ungulate quadrupeds. We shall hereafter find that the
Probosidea also connect them with quadrupeds, but of a dif-
ferent type.

BETHNAL-GREEN.

DR. SARVis writes concerning Bethnal-green, its elevation
and population :-
" The population corrected for increase to the end of the

past year is barely 115,000. Weaving has been on the de-
cline for many years, and is now followed by very few persons
in the district, the principal employments being fancy trim-
ming, cabinet, lucifer match, and boot and shoe making, with
railway and dock work. The large windows of the weaver are
seldom seen, and the throw of the shuttle is seldom heard;
they have given place to small windows and the click of the
sewing machine. The miserably crowded cottages, and still
worse conditioned streets and alleys, are the exception, cer-
tainly not the rule ; and the district, instead of being low, flat,
&c., has a gradual slope, and is thirty-six feet at the infirmary,
and in some parts of the district forty-four feet, above high
water mark."

We are glad to hear such a favourable account from one who
should know; and we hope that we may not see " Bethnal-green"
so frequently figuring in the future as a heading to accounts of
inquests on death from fever, dirt, starvation, destitution,
overcrowding, and neglected sanitary condition of hovels,
courts, and alleys. With reference to the infirmary, on which we
lately reported, Dr. Sarvis says :-

" The workhouse has, no doubt, more inmates than it has
proper accommodation for. This is about being rectified ; but
how on the same day your reporter could see negligence and
dirt, and the Poor-law Commissioner see care and cleanliness,
it puzzles me to know."
Dr. Sarvis is very hard upon the Poor-law Commissioner;

he should remember that other people may be as hard upon
him. The inspection to which he refers was made by the
three members of the Commission conjointly : they describe
facts which have not been, and cannot be, controverted ; and
if such facts disclose indecency, neglect, cruelty, and mis-

management, it reflects no credit upon anyone connected with
the house or the parish that it should have been left to our

Commissioners to expose so disgraceful a state of things.

Correspondence.

FURTHER REMARKS ON THE CATTLE PLAGUE.
(LETTER FROM DR. COPLAND, F.R.S.)

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-Since I last addressed your readers I have received
some communications from surgeons and others in several

parts of the country, stating that they have prescribed suc-
cessfully the treatment of this pestilence which I sent to THE
LANCET on the 21st of November last; and that they found
the greatest benefit to accrue from the repeated exhibition of
the spirits of turpentine with camphor and ammonia, as recom-
mended in your journal of December 2nd. In my answers to
several of these communications I have further advised the
addition of assafcetida to these; the early exhibition of these
means, in doses, and the frequency of recourse to them, ac-
cording to size and age, and the malignancy of the malady,
whether by the mouth or in enemata. As, according to certain
letters which I have received, the treatment was not employed
in every respect as I recommended, some articles having been
omitted, I am desirous that an early, efficient, and satisfactory
trial of each of these means, in the combinations there given,
should be made. Having, from the year 1815 up to the pre-
sent day, had more experience in the treatment of malignant,
pestilential, and infectious maladies,-having closely studied
their natures, and having observed and proposed, and seen
the effects of the means employed in their treatment,-than
any living physician: having, in short, in my possession docu-
ments to prove that I have prescribed for the first time, and
with success, many of the substances which have been found
beneficial in the malignant pestilences in man, I considered
that the malignant and infectious maladies in the higher of
the lower animals would be influenced and cured by the same
means as are found successful in similar diseases in the human
species. Hence the reason of addressing my former &ecirc;ommu-
nication on this subject to you, believing that THE LANCET
would prove the best channel for the dissemination of such in-
formation as I wished to convey, both to the medical profes-
sion and to others whom it was likely to benefit. All malig-
nant maladies are more or less infectious or contagious, or both
the one and the other, according to circumstances, and, con-
formably with these, are prone to become epidemic and to
assume a pestilential character. As I am not much disposed
to be prolix, on this or any other subject, I beg leave to refer
your readers to what I have said upon the subjects of pesti-
lential maladies and of malignant diseases, and especially those
fevers which are apt to assume a malignant character (as
puerperal fevers in lying-in wards, &c. &c.), in the large edi-
tion of my Dictionary of Practical Medicine; at the same time
requesting their attention to the means I have there advised,
under its appropriate head, for the prevention of those mala-
dies.-I am. Sir. vours &c..

JAMES COPLAND, M.D., F.R.S.
Old Burlington-street, Feb. 19th, 1866.

THE CURABILITY OF LATERAL CURVATURE
OF THE SPINE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-Some of your readers appear to have misunderstood

the remarks I made in reference to the curability of lateral
curvature of the spine at the meeting of the Medico-Chirurgical
Society of Jan. 9th, and recorded in your journal of Jan. 27th.
From this report, they infer my statement to be that lateral
curvature of the spine is an incurable affection ; and although
the report contains no such statement, and from it no such
inference can be logically drawn, still, as it has been so far


